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I-CUT- letter is mst w?lcome. I hzd been tryins to fix 

t '?,iZFS .., 9 but IFS boss, Professor !vWalsnobis, hes been out of Indi.a$ e..?-d 

'has cnly recently returned. However as B'nabhn hzs fixed your tiioe ,the 

question of foreign exchange does not arise. I have heard nothir,S from 

Bmbay : this is unfortunately typical of India. 

We will met you at the aiqmrt here, and give you bed 

&?d hoard, An altomobile will be at your dis>osal, I will fix a lecture 

for JYXI in Calcutta on the evening of Friday Kov, 8th. Rut I would 

-&~ia"V :F!.dci: L l:t7:9 it. if you Couli give one here ( five minute's walk fro.m 

vcur hedroolo ) II cm the morr9.ng of Sat urday liov.gth clr Konday Nor 11th . 

Tne remaining daylight hours will be at your disposal, I need a lot of 

inform:jtj.ofi to pl.EiYl them. SQ I zm asking you a lot of questions, 

I. Is there any one here w!lom vou Rant to meet,or whose 

]&orstory yvou want to set ? It vi11 be a job to protect you Rgainst 
people who want. to show you their laboratories. 

2, Ik'ould you like to see either of the following, which are, 

in my opinion, the best genetics and cytolo y being done here ? 

(a) Jute Research Institute. % Jute x511 be nearly over, but 
other fiber plpants Rre under investigation, and a few genes are to be 

seen a Arqwsy you &" t m  idea of hich grade s&cultural Dr.actise, 

(b) The cytological work of Dr+ and l&-s. Sharza. They say 

some of the local ql.mts have consistantly fewer chromosomes ir! their 

leaves than it? growing points, glollen mother cells, etc. 
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1 am sorry to ask you so mu.:h, but as you have only three days we 

must plan them for you. Let me be clear, by the way, that in my o$nion 

the accomodation here ia much pleasanter than in a hotel. You will 

either be in a flat in the Director's home, on in the Guest House. We 

will find out your tastes in food. There isn't much alcoholic liquor. By 
L 

the way, if you touch down at Rangoon, b2 50 Burma cheroots ( or more if 

you like them ). If you dislike them you can dispose of them here. 

I regret this questionnaire. But you can't see much in three days, 

and I must get a notion of where your interests lie. Of course we could 

arrange O+ shopping simultaneous with c?botany l o= o%omparative 

religion with +o bird - yatching. 

I believe the best job for a geneticist here would be to start 

clonal propagation of palm trees. If one could get whole groves of trees 

as good as the best in the country one would get a very high yield. 

Yours sincerely, 

( J. B. S. Haldane ) 

Dr. Joshua Lederberg, 
Dept. of Bacteriology 
University of Melbourne. 


